Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
The crystal structure of the title compound (24DMPBA), C 15 H 14 O 2 , resembles those of 4-methylphenyl benzoate, 2,3-dimethylphenyl benzoate and other aryl benzoates, with similar bond parameters. The central -O-C-O-group in 24DMPBA makes dihedral angles of 85.81 (5) and 5.71 (13) , respectively, with the benzoyl and phenyl rings, while the two aromatic rings form a dihedral angle of 80.25 (5) . The molecules are packed with their axes parallel to the a-axis direction.
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For related literature, see: Gowda et al. (2007 Gowda et al. ( , 2008 ; Nayak & Gowda (2008 
Comment
In the present work, as part of a study of the substituent effects on the solid state geometries of aryl benzoates (Gowda et al., 2007 (Gowda et al., , 2008 , the structure of 2,4-dimethylphenyl benzoate (24DMPBA) has been determined. The structure of 24DMPBA (Fig. 1 ) is similar to those of 4-methylphenyl benzoate (4MePBA) (Gowda et al., 2007) , 2,3-dimethylphenyl benzoate (23DMPBA) (Gowda et al., 2008) 
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a literature method (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . The purity of the compound was checked by determining its melting point. It was characterized by recording its infrared and NMR spectra (Nayak & Gowda, 2008) . Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanolic solution and used for X-ray diffraction studies at room temperature.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions and treated as riding with C-H = 0.93Å (aromatic) or 0.96Å (methyl), and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (CH) and 1.5U eq (CH 3 ). The methyl groups (C14,C15) are disordered over two different orientations. The occupancy factor for the major orientation refined to 0.56 (3) for the C14-methyl group and 0.67 (3) for the C15-methyl group. 
2,4-Dimethylphenyl benzoate
Crystal data 0.0599 (9) 0.0420 (7) 0.0614 (9) 0.0049 (6) −0.0113 (7) −0.0057 (6) C9 0.0636 (9) 0.0620 (9) 0.0598 (9) 0.0067 (7) −0.0077 (7) −0.0058 (7 
